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Make sure you only answer questions on
the texts you have studied!
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Universal Themes
All sections of the Literature exams (apart from the Unseen poetry)
expect you to talk about context.
How do you do that?
Talk about Universal Themes that impact on all of us.
How do the universal themes apply to your texts? Write ideas in the
boxes.
Shakespeare Novel
Love/ Hate

Relationships

Power

Conflict

Morality

Trust/ Faith

Class/ status

Wealth/poverty

Blood
Brothers

Poetry
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GCSE English Literature Paper 1: 1hr 45mins
Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (40%)

Section A
Shakespeare
(AO1=12,
AO2=12,
AO3=6)

Section B
19th Century
Novel
(AO1=12,
AO2=12,
AO3=6)

It is
worth

You should
spend

You will be asked to

30
marks
4 marks
for
Spag

55 minutes
You should
use 10
minutes to
read and plan

Answer one question on the Shakespeare play you
have studied. You write in detail about the extract
and then refer to the play as a whole.

30
marks

50 minutes
You should
use 10
minutes to
read and plan

Read the question and highlight the key words.
Read the extract.
Highlight and annotate the extract
Read the question again and begin answer.
Remember to analyse the language used in the
extract.
Think about where the extract comes in the playis that significant?
Think about the universal themes: love, family,
power etc—you will cover context by doing this.
Answer one question on the novel you have
studied. You write in detail about the extract and
then refer to the novel as a whole.

Read the question and highlight the key words.
Read the extract.
Highlight and annotate the extract
Read the question again and begin answer.
Remember to analyse the language used in the
extract.
Think about where the extract comes in the playis that significant? Think about the universal
themes: love, family, power etc—you will cover
context by doing this.
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What does the exam paper look like ?

Tells you how long the exam is

Tells you how many questions to
answer in each section

Reminds you that you get spelling and
punctuation marks on Section A.
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Tells you the question
number
Tells you the which page
to turn to for that question

Lists all the possible texts SO
1. Circle one title in Section A that
you have studied.
2. Circle one title in Section B that
you have studied.
3. Read across and find the page
number.
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Section A
You complete one whole question on your
Shakespeare text which is ……………………
What will the question look like?
Name of the text
at the top.

Information about what
happens in the play before the
extract.

The extract

The question.
1. One bullet point about the extract
2. One bullet point about the whole play

Reminder that you get 4 marks
for spelling and punctuation.

8

You have 55 minutes on
this question. You should
spend 10 minutes of this
time planning on the
extract.

1. Read what happened
before the extract.
Highlight any key
words.
2. List any ideas/ themes/
key events that were
significant at that point
in the play.

5. Read the
extract
6. Highlight
and annotate
key phrases
that link to the
key words in
the question.
These could
be about
themes/
character/
language/
structure.

3. Read the question and highlight key
words.
4. Jot down any key points about that
character/ theme

7. Note down two other
places/ events in the play
that link to the question.
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Section B
This is the same format as
Section A. You have 50
minutes on this question.
You should spend 10
minutes of this time planning
on the
extract.

1. Read what happened
before the extract.
Highlight any key
words.
2. List any ideas/ themes/
key events that were
significant at that point
in the novella.

5. Read the
extract
6. Highlight
and annotate
key phrases
that link to the
key words in
the question.
These could
be about
themes/
character/
language/
structure.

3. Read the question and highlight key
words.
4. Jot down any key points about that
character/ theme

7. Note down two other
places/ events in the novella
that link to the question.
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How do you start your answer?

The Extract
Zoom in on the extract to show
how it supports your argument.
Whole text.
Select key points (2 areas) from the
whole text that support your
argument.
What do you
think? Set out your
argument. Which
universal themes
are included?

This is where you will gain your
marks for language analysis.
Use 3-5 quotations.

Focus on concepts/ themes.
You might focus on structure or
how an idea has been developed.
Argue your ideas- be evaluative.

Starting - Take the key concept word is- say what your view is.
react to that concept in the text. Which universal theme is relevant?

Overall how do you

What a text does - Perception- What that reader think/ feels/ imagines?


reinforces a reader’s perception of the character or theme etc, or confirms the way
that the
 writer is shaping the reader’s response
 develops a reader’s perception
 changes a reader’s perception
 conflicts or confounds a reader’s perception
introduces the potential for different interpretations.

Sentence starters about the extract
One aspect of the character that the writer focuses on, or develops here is ….
What strikes me as important in the way that I respond to the character (or relate to the
theme of) here is … because of the way that the writer ….
The writer seems to want the reader to feel … (towards the character, or about the theme
etc) and this is developed in the way that he/she …
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Section A and B are the testing the same skill:
you need to revise in the same way.
What do you need to revise? How?
What? How?
The plot

Character

Themes

Quotations

Evaluation

Analytical
verbs

1. Use Pixl Lit app
2. Knowledge organisers-read over and test yourself on the plot
section- can you reproduce it?
3. Flowchart the plot
4. Create a cartoon of the plot
1. Use the knowledge organisers- you could make a mindmap of
what you know then check against the knowledge organiser
2. Workbook- do pages of the workbook linked to character
3. Pick top 3 scenes for each character- what do the scenes
reveal ?
4. Make a wordle using quotations about the character
1. Mindmap or make flashcards about the key points for the
main themes.
2. BBC Bitesize app
3. Pixl Lit app
4. Revision guides- use to make flashcards/
flowcharts/mindmaps
5. Workbook- do pages of the workbook linked to themes.
6. Make a list of key scenes and which themes they link to
1. Use Pixl Lit app
2. Make flashcards- try and get top10 quotations that you could
use for a number of themes
3. Knowledge organisers- pick 5-10 to learn- which themes do
they link to?
1. Make a list of critical statements about the text
2. e.g Much Ado About Nothing extols the virtues of marriage
Macbeth is a warning that power corrupts
Romeo and Juliet is a message to children to obey their
parents
3. For your statements come up with evidence supporting or
attacking the statement.
Learn 3-5 analytical verbs. Try to use them in your other subjects.
Use them when talking to people.

Knowledge organisers are in your separate booklets.
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GCSE English Literature Paper 2: 2hrs 15 mins
Modern texts and poetry
Section A
Blood Brothers

It is worth
34 marks
4 marks for
Spag

You should spend
45 minutes
(You should spend
5 minutes
planning)

You will be asked to
Choose one essay question from a
choice of two about ‘Blood Brothers.’
Remember to highlight the key words
in the question and select relevant
scenes to explore.
Use your modal verbs and modifiers!
Use conjunctions to compare: whereas,
however, also, similarly.

30 marks

45 minutes
(You should spend
5 minutes
planning)

Compare two poems from the ‘Power
and Conflict’ poetry.

24 marks

30 minutes
(You should spend
5 minutes reading
and planning)

8 marks

15 minutes
(You should spend
5 minutes reading
and planning)

Answer an essay question on an
unseen poem.
Make sure you read the question and
select the key words- this will help you
when reading the poem.
Read and annotate the poem. You
don’t have to comment on everything.
Think about: title, opening and ending
lines, contrast, voice.
Use your modal verbs and modifiers!
Compare one unseen poem to the
previous unseen poem.
Read and annotate the poem.
Read again and try to spot comparison
points.

AO1=12, AO2=12,
AO3=6

Section B
Power and Conflict
poetry

Use your modal verbs and modifiers!

AO1=12, AO2=12,
AO3=6

Section C
Unseen Poetry
AO1=12, AO2=12

Section C
Comparative
Unseen Poetry
A02

Use conjunctions to compare: whereas,
however, also, similarly.
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What does the exam paper look like?

Tells you how long the exam is

Tells you how many questions to
answer in each section

Reminds you that you get spelling and
punctuation marks on Section A.
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Tells you the question
number
Tells you the which page
to turn to for that question

Lists all the possible texts SO
1. Circle Blood Brothers
Section A
2. Circle Power and Conflict
poems in Section.
3. Circle both of the Unseen
Poetry questions
4. Read across and find the
page number.
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Start with Section C: Unseen Poetry
This is a very similar layout to the extract questions on
Paper 1. Remember there are 2 questions: 27.1 and
27.2.
Do 27.1 first.
27.1 is worth 24 marks. Spend 30 minutes on it with at
least 5 minutes planning
4. Comment on the
opening and ending lines.

1. Jot down connotations/
suggestions of the title.

2. Read the poem. Be clear about:
who, what, where and when. What
does it make you
think/feel/imagine? What is the
writer thinking/ feeling/ imagining?
5. Annotate 3-5 quotations that
link to the key words in the
question.

3. Read the question and highlight
the key words.
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How do you answer it?

The Extract
Zoom in on the extract to show
how it supports your argument.
This is where you will gain your
marks for language analysis.
What do you
think? Set out your
argument. Which
universal themes
are included?

Use 3-5 quotations.

Focus on the key concept in the poem. Use Point Evidence Explore to work through
your notes.

Remember to focus on the writer’s ideas, how they’ve presented them AND what
you Think/ Feel/ Imagine.
Comment on how methods are used BUT remember to explore the effect.

The presents the ideas of ……………………….. through ‘ …………….’ This will
clearly evoke….
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27.2 is only worth 8 marks. DO NOT spend
more than 15 minutes answering it.

3. Jot down ideas about the title.

2. Pick 3 quotations that link to the
key word in the question.

4. Quick list or venn diagram
showing similarities or differencesabout the ideas and how they are
shown.

1. Read the question and
highlight key words.
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How do you answer it?

The Extract
Zoom in on the extract to show
how it supports your argument.
This is where you will gain your
marks for language analysis.
Use 3-5 quotations.
What do you
think? Set out your
argument. Which
universal themes
are included?

Link back to the other poem BUT
you don’t need to resay
everything you just put in 27.1

The poet’s ideas are different/similar to the previous poem as they….

Both poets use a similar method of….. but for different effects such
as…..
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Section A: Blood Brothers
You should spend 45 minutes on this question
with at least 5 minutes planning.

Only do ONE question

1. Read both questions.
2. If you can’t decide – highlight key concepts in
both and jot down ideas.
3. Pick one question and add more ideas/
remember to think about Universal themes.

21

How do you answer it?
The Extract

Whole text.
Select key points (2 areas) from
the whole text that support your
argument.

Zoom in on one detail to show
how it supports your argument.
This is where you will gain your
marks for language analysis.

Focus on concepts/ themes.

What do you
think? Set out your
argument. Which
universal themes
are included?

You might focus on structure or
how an idea has been developed.
Argue your ideas- be evaluative.

Focus in on the key concepts/ themes in the question
The writer exposes the universal theme………..by…….
The writer explores/ articulates…
When talking about key moments in the play remember to focus back on the
question AND refer to the universal theme ( covering context.)
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Section B: Power and Conflict poetry
You should spend at least 45 minutes on this
question with at least 5 minutes planning.

3. Look at the list of titles to remind
yourself of poems/ ideas. Pick a
poem that matches the key concept.

4. Jot down in a list similarities/
differences between poems or on a
diagram.

1. Read the question and
highlight the key concepts.

2. Read the poem and select 3-5
quotations that link to the key
concept.
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How do you answer it?
Point Evidence Explain
Conjunction
Point Evidence Explain

Point Evidence Explain
Conjunction
Point Evidence Explain
What do you
think? Set out your
argument. Which
universal themes
are included? How
are they presented
in both poems?

Focus on a similarity or difference
due to theme/ idea. Remember
to comment on how it is
conveyed.

Make connections between the
poems due to theme/ idea.
Remember to comment on how it
is conveyed.

This question is really about connections and links between the poems. The
examiner wants to see what you think about the poems and how you justify your
ideas.
You really need to use your analytical verbs here to demonstrate different methods
and your evaluation.

The poet evokes a sense of…………..
The poet compels the reader to consider…

Use your PEE skills from the language exams BUT remember you are focusing on
themes and ideas.
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What do you need to revise? How?
What? How?
The plot
(Blood
Brothers
and Poetry0

Character
(Blood
Brothers)

Themes
(Blood
Brothers
and Poetry)

Quotations

Evaluation

Analytical
verbs

1. Use Pixl Lit app
2. Knowledge organisers-reader over and test yourself on
the plot section- can you reproduce it?
3. Flowchart the plot
4. Create a cartoon of the plot
5. Use the poetry cartoons- print them off google classroomcan you cut up and put in the right order. Mix them all up
and remake the poems.
1. Use the knowledge organisers- you could make a
mindmap of what you know then check against the
knowledge organiser
2. Workbook- do pages of the workbook linked to character
3. Pick top 3 scenes for each character- what do the scenes
reveal?
4. Watch the show on youtube.
1. Mindmap or make flashcards about the key points for the
main themes.
2. BBC Bitesize app
3. Pixl Lit app
4. Revision guides- create bookmarks, cue cards, mindmaps
5. Workbook- do pages of the workbook linked to themes.
6. Make a list of key scenes and which themes they link to
1. Use Pixl Lit app
2. Make flashcards- try and get top10 quotations that you
could use for a number of themes
3. Knowledge organisers- pick 5-10 to learn- which themes
do they link to?
1. Make a list of critical statements about the text
e.g Blood Brothers is too sentimental to be seen as a serious
comment on the class system.
Kamikaze is an attack on Japanese culture.
2. For your statements come up with evidence supporting or
attacking the statement.
Learn 3-5 analytical verbs. Try to use them in your other subjects.
Use them when talking to people.

Knowledge organisers are in your separate
booklet
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All questions come into the Golden Triangle of analysis.
The task (question)

The text (references
and quotations)

The context ( the times of the reader)

The context the times of the text / focus on the writer)
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Analytical
verbs
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Remember to use:

HuishEnglish

School ID: HE1511

Year group classroom: es0l6t

