
AO1
Manage= 

20% 
weighting

AO2
Use

Resources
= 20%

AO4 
Review
= 20%

Year

12 

Autumn Term:
Learning about a range of skills and
practices which underpin excellent

study, and which are common to top-
achievers across all subject disciplines 

at Level 3 and undergraduate 
standard. 

Summer Term:
Independent study route based on

chosen pathway: completion of either 
a 5000-word extended essay, or an 

artefact plus a report of 1000-words; 
both of which are followed up by a 

public presentation of your findings.

Spring Term: 
Moving from acquirer of academic 
skills to applier of academic skills. 

Completing your project proposal and 
initiating action research and personal 

enquiry across a range of media, 
related to your identified topic area.

Starting 
the 

research 
process

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION
Post-18: Applying your skills in further study or real life…

A brief history 
of the remit 
and purpose 
of A Levels 

and why the 
EPQ evolved

Top 10 
attributes 

universities 
seek 

in addition to 
academic 

qualifications 
and grades

Exploring a range 

of archived 

artefacts and 

Reports of former 

students. 

Dissecting what 

makes a good EPQ 

project question

Mapping out 
your topic/ 

Creating 
your working 

title

Candidate 
Record 
Form 
(CRF)/ 

Production 
Log/ JCQ 

guide

Bias/ 

ethics of 

academic 

research

Library Skills, 
Citations, and 
Referencing; 

including 
Harvard 

approach

Group 
analysis of 
success of 
previous 

EPQ/ CRFs 
against AOs

Completing 
individual 
Record of 

Initial Ideas

Thinking 
about 

effective 
Question 

Words

Effective 
paragraphing 

and active 
walkthrough 
of the PEEL 

process

Structuring 

your essay, 

including 

the Dead 

Fish model

Tools to help you 
stay on schedule 

and creating 
effective internet 

searches

FOSIL-
Framework 
of Skills for 

Inquiry 
Learning

Managing 
your time

Completing 
detailed 
Planning 

Review and 
Revisions

Choice to 
complete 
Artefact 

and 
Report

A tasty head 
start proving to 
university 
Admissions 
Officers 
you already 
exhibit 
undergraduate-
level skills and 
self-
organisation

Choice to 
complete 

5000-word 
extended 

essay

Creation of 
artefact with 
continuous 
analysis and 
evaluation as 

report is 
drafted

Creation 
of essay 

draft

Mid-
project 
Review 

and 
Revisions 

Complete 
presentation 

planning, 
rehearsals, 
and Record 

Completing 
detailed 

Candidate 
Project 

Proposal

Complete 
presentation 

planning, 
rehearsals, 
and Record 

Mid-
project 
Review 

and 
Revisions Project 

Product 
Review 

and 
Analysis

AO3 
Develop 

and 
Realise= 

40%

Year
13

Project 
Product 
Review 

and 
Analysis

Decide on 
your 

preferred  
pathway...

https://www.ucas.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HKyCrC4gU7h4Y8ncd5eXMB8G0PFAIgmh/view?usp=sharing

