
8
YEAR

7
YEAR

Baseline 
Assessments

Basic staff 
Notation for 

pitch and 
rhythm

Melody and 
leitmotif

Simple Time
SignaturesPerforming  a 

classical piece 
with treble and 
bass clef staff 

notation

Composing melody 
with Gamelan 

Numbers

Instruments of the 
Western classical 

orchestra

Riffs

Hooks –
Melodic, 

Rhythmic & 
Verbal

Homophonic 

texture

(Listening, Performing 
& Composing)

Christmas 
carol part 

singing 
(texture)

9
YEAR

YEARS

10
11

Texture –
Melody, 

Chords and 
Bass line

Chords 
progression

Counter 
Melody

Major & 
Minor

John 
Williams

Unit 2

12-Bar Blues

Developing a 
melody from 

chords

Exploring 

music of 

Black Origin
Unit 4

Chords – Root, 
Third and Fifth

Composing an Alberti Bass, Broken 
Chord, Arpeggio.

Walking 
bassline

African 
Musical 

Instruments

Performing as 
the band!

Leitmotif/
Sequencing

Mickey-
Mousing

Diegetic
Non-Diegetic

Character Theme
Motif

Developing
Harmony

Developing a
Bass
Line

Syncopation

Chromatic 
scale

Polyrhythms

Q&A/Call and 
Response

Performance 
of Classical 

piece 2

Primary 

Chords

Own choice 
performance

Lyrical Rhythm

Simple and 
Compound 

Time 
Signatures

Composing 
an XMAS 
pop song

I II IV V

Canon
Round

An 
introduction to 

performing 
using an 

instrument

Sea 

Shanty 
Unit 4

Beethoven
Unit1

Peter and 

the wolf 
Unit 1

Choir 

Singing
Unit4

Gamelan 

workshops
Unit4

Creating and 
performing a 

Gamelan  
Arrangement

Instruments 
of Gamelan 

Music

Composing a 

basic melody 

in a different 

key

Bach

Unit 1

Exploring
Toccata in 
Fugue  in D 

Minor

Exploring and 
playing the main 

theme from a
film score

Binary 
Form

Melodic 
IntervalsComposing an 

Ostinato with 
Software 

instruments

Film 

melodies
Unit 2

Popular 

Melody 

with lyrics
Unit 3

Exploring and 
performing 
Twist and 

shout

Pachelbel 

Unit 1

Chords as an 
Accompaniment:

Explore the 1st 
movement from Eine 
Kleine Nachtmusik 

Classical 
piano 

challenge
Mozart

Unit 1

Chords as an 
Accompaniment:

Instruments 
of Taiko
Music

Developing 

vocal 

harmony

Taiko
Unit 4

Creating and 
performing a 

Taiko
Arrangement

Exploring 
Zoku (Kodo)

DAW 

Challenge

Year 8 

Musical 

Viva

Music from 

Africa
Unit 4

Explore the music
from Black Panther
and Planet of the apes

Compose and 

perform a piece 

of African Music

Unit 4 Final 
piece review

Unit 3  piece 
2 review

Rock and Pop

Unit 3

Notation –
Lead Sheets

Popular 
Song 

Structure

Chords 
progression 

and extensions

I II IV V

Riffs

Music Analysis

Unit 3

Chords 
progression 

and extensions

I II IV V

Performing as 
the band!

Unit 3 Final 
piece review

Composing 
to picture

Explore the music by
Ladysmith Black 
Mamboza

Unit 2 Final 
piece review

Harmony

used in

Film
Unit 3

Ternary Form

Explore The Lark 
Ascending 

Composition 
of Classical 

piece 

Vaughan 

Williams
Unit 1

Composition 

from any Genre

Own choice piece 
analysis from any 

genre

Final Portfolio 
presentation


